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Wildlife Conservation Trust

About the Trust
The Wildlife Conservation Trust (WCT) is an entity that started with the efforts
of a few dedicated people working toward the conservation of endangered
species. It was founded to oversee projects with the focus of conservation,
rehabilitation and protection with wildlife as well education and training
programmes relating to the environment. The WCT is dependent on donations
and sponsorships to maintain the various projects undertaken.
Projects associated with the Wildlife Conservation Trust plays a critical role in
the relocation and rescuing of abandoned and orphaned animals.
The Wildlife Conservation Trust is a body whose task it is to identify and fund
viable conservation initiatives with a long term benefit to South Africa, and
ultimately the planet.
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Core values:
•
It is every individual’s responsibility to help to protect South Africa’s
wildlife for future generations.
•
It is imperative to support public/private relationships to ensure the
success of conservation efforts.
•
Zero tolerance policy for any illegal activities relating to the trade or sale
of wildlife, or parts thereof.
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About the Trust
Mission
To assist in the preservation of rare, vulnerable or endangered animal species,
and to provide assistance to those who have the capacity, knowledge and
experience to fulfill an active and sustained role in the broader realm of
conservation.
Vision
To make a sustainable difference to vulnerable animals, specifically those
under threat of extinction. To be a partner to those whose work is
fundamental to conservation, but who are restricted by a lack of money.
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Objectives
•
Engaging in sustainable activities relating to conservation, rehabilitation
and the protection of wildlife.
•
Facilitating the care of animals in need, as well as the prevention of illtreatment .
•
Engaging in education and training programmes relating to
environmental awareness.
•
Working on projects whose focus is on educational enrichment,
academic support, supplementary tuition or outreach programmes for
the poor and needy.
•
Facilitating training for unemployed persons with the purpose of
enabling them to find work that is meaningful and sustainable.
•
Assisting with the provision of school buildings or equipment for public
schools and educational institutions engaged in public benefit activities.
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Letter from the Trustees
The conservation of wildlife in South Africa has become top of mind for most South
Africans, especially with the deserved increased focus on anti-poaching efforts by
conservationists, business, the government and charities in South Africa.
Whereas the Wildlife Conservation Trust (“WCT”) started off with largely supporting
the Hoedspruit Endangered Species Centre and its critically valuable work in
preserving the genepool of endangered species in Southern Africa, especially the
cheetah, the WCT has now expanded its efforts to also provide support to antipoaching, rescued rhinos, orphaned rhinos, animal defenders international, leopard
conservation, ground hornbill breeding support, cheetah releases, and wild dog care.
On the anti-poaching front security guards and highly trained dogs have been funded
by WCT, and put in place in the surrounding areas of the Hoedspruit Endangered
Specie Centre.

Conservation - Education - Research - Fundraising

Rescued and orphaned rhinos supported by the WCT now enjoy the widespread
publicity and attention they deserve. And members of the public has shown their
compassion and dedication to their survival by donating generously, especially
online. The WCT continues to support community projects such as education and
healthcare.
Since the website has been enhanced to a more user-friendly and interactive version,
and ever since Adine Roode’s heartfelt efforts and significant increase in marketing
and the creation of awareness, especially on social media, a marked increase in
donations has been created. A photo of Adine with a baby orphan rhino lying asleep
on her lap has been widely distributed on social media and has done more for this
cause than a thousand words can do. The trustees can only thank the Founder Lente
for her dedicated passion, Adine for her tireless efforts, and Heidi and Alan for their
visionary support to especially the conservation of cheetahs from a financial point of
view, but also for spreading the word, dedicating their personal time and home in
New York to the cause, and travelling far to Africa to lend a helping hand in person.
We know that there are many people working very hard behind the scenes, on the
ground, on the administrative side, and on the health professional side. The trustees
wish to thank every one of them.
We cannot help other than to be deeply moved by the enormity of the task at hand,
but also at the same time being extremely grateful for the opportunity afforded to us
for WCT.
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Anti-Poaching
Contributing to the Anti Poaching Unit (APU) of Kapama and Game Reserves United
(GRU).
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GRU is an alliance of private game reserves on the western border of the Kruger
National Park (KNP). The main pur pose of the GRU is to establish a reliable and
unified intelligence. It is supported by experienced counter-insurgency and counterintelligence individuals, and closely aligned with law enforcement agencies. This
approach is unique and could be the leading example for colla borating landowners
when it comes to poaching. Participating reserves, each contribute an annual
subscription fee to fund intelligence operations run by individuals with experience
in counter-insurgency tactics, counter-intelligence and information analysis which is,
aligned with the relevant law enforcement agencies. The information is processed in
collaboration with organs of state such as SANParks and Crime Intelligence APU
patrolling the parameters with trained dogs.

WCT appointed security guards dedicated to the safety of the rescued rhinos at
HESC. WCT supports the use of dogs as part of an anti-poaching initiative. To this
end, two male bloodhounds, trained to track spoor, were introduced. These dogs
traverse The Kapama Reserve, Hoedspruit Endangered Species Centre (HESC) and
nearby surroundings where there’s a need for their assistance.
A partnership with Africam enables the community to provide a 24 hour surveillance
camera on the website for these vulnerable animals.
There was a 24-strand 7900-volt electric fence installed, in addition to the state-ofthe-art motion detectors and permanent guards. However, in the beginning of
January the anti-poaching unit (APU) responded to an alert of unwanted visitors near
the rhino boma.
Many people have asked what it will take to ensure the rhinos’ safety. The answer is
that there is nothing that can be done to guarantee their safety. To protect them to
the best of the ability of the Trust, with trained guards, electric fences, and motion
detectors is all that can be done.
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Rescued Rhino @ HESC
Injured & Traumatised Rhinos

Expertise lies in the team of dedicated curators, veterinarians and specialists from
Onderstepoort (University of Pretoria), earned on the back of years of actual practice in the
field.

•
•
•
•
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Despite the challenge of rehabilitating the rhino (there is not a lot knowledge about optimal
treatment in rhino, and the sheer size and complexity of their physiology and how they
respond to drugs have been a barrier to success for many similar institutions), there is
enough experience under the belts of the team to continue with other similar cases. HESC
also learned that regardless of how hopeless a particular surviving rhino may seem, there is
always the chance of survival. WCT supports the treatment of such rhinos which is a longterm one and comes at a massive cost.
Lion Den received two treatment
Rhino from Timbavati was treated, but
succumbed from wounds
#72, Lion Den & Dingle Dell were dehorned
Poached calf, Phillipa arrived and was
treated three times
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Rescued Rhino @
HESC
Orphaned Rhinos
•
•
•
•

4 Rhino bull calves in total
15 November 2015 Calf of 3 months joined. Severe injuries to hindquarters and
receiving treatment
17 November2015 calf of 2 weeks arrived
Rhino calf with injuries arrived 18 January 2016 – weaned and receiving treatment
Gertjie was de-horned for security reasons
Gertjie was weaned

Gertjie and Matimba was joined by two more
orphaned rhino bulls in 2015 and by a
orphaned rhino calf in January 2016.
On 11 November 2015 a young bull arrived in
a critical condition presenting severe injuries
to his hindquarters, sustained in what was
believed was a hyena attack. The new baby
was affectionately named
“Stompie” by
Christo (HESC’s curator) and his team. Stompie
is estimated to be around seven months old.
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•
•

Shortly after Stompie’s arrival at HESC, a tiny
baby, whom was named Balu, arrived on the
night of 17 November 2015 after having been
stabilised. Balu was thought to be just two
weeks old, and weighed barely 54 kilograms.
Judging by how thin he was, he probably
survived on his own for a number of days.
Monday 18th January 2016 a two and a half
year old calf survived with serious injuries
after her horn was hacked off with a chainsaw.
She is now a part of the rhino family at HESC.
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Lions
Animal Defenders International
Lions were rescued in Portugal
when a circus went insolvent.
Animal Defenders International
(ADI) found both lions and brought
them to HESC. 2016 would have
marked their 10 th year at HESC.

Ceasar received varies treatments
for his arthritis
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On 11 December 2015 Sarah died.
It was found that she had
pyometra, the result of
the
contraceptives the circus had
administrated to her over the years.
Pyometra is a secondary infection
that occurs because of hormonal
changes
in
the
female’s
reproductive tract. Unfortunately
pyometra has no symptoms, and
therefore her condition could not
be detected. Caesar (Sarah’s
companion) is becoming weak and
experiencing
some
muscle
deterioration as a natural effect of
old age. He is now being treated for
arthritis.
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Leopards
Leopard Conservation Trust
The two female leopards were transferred from
Tshukudu Game Reserve to HESC on 2 April 2015
by Fred Barrange (Leopard Conservation Trust). It
was estimated that the two females is about two
years old.
Unfortunately HESC was not able to apply for a
permit to keep the leopards at HESC due to
Tshukudu’s permit that was forged.
Due to permit issues and forged permits, the Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA) is
keeping the leopards on Dr Rogers’ permit.
On 11 December 2015 the two leopards were moved from quarantine to one of the camps
at HESC in order for them to live in a more natural habitat. The camp was especially
designed for them for their duration whilst at HESC.
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For the past 4 to 5 years the Leopard Conservation Trust has been associated with HESC in
order to find a solution to identify and source safe environmenst to release leopards. The
Hoedspruit Endangered Species Centre’s facilities are used to keep these animals before
they are released as the Leopard Conservation Trust do not have their own facilities.
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Ground Hornbill
Mabula Ground-Hornbill Trust
Southern Ground-Hornbills (Bucorvus leadbeateri) are very slow breeders. A pair
produces just one brood of two chicks every nine years, of which only one usually will
survive.
In 2014, a wild female Southern Ground-Hornbill visited our resident breeding pair at
HESC breed. In order to let them breed in peace, the wild female was captured and
relocated to Mabula Game Reserve as part of the Southern Ground-Hornbill Action
Group Release Programme and to supplement the Mabula population with a wild
female.
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This female, Kapama, was released in September that year into the aviary at Mabula,
after which she paired with an alpha male, Storm. The pair were released onto the
reserve and during the first breeding season that December, she spent quite some time
in the nest, but without laying an egg. Throughout 2015, they showed promising signs
of potential breeding. Storm began nestlining early in August and Kapama responded
promisingly with regular visits to the nest for long periods, but because the rains didn’t
arrive until mid-January, the pair did not produce any eggs that season. Kapama
however is well bonded with all three of the males and is regularly seen leading them
through the bushveld, whilst occasionally feeding Mokaikai, the youngest of the group.
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Cheetahs
Cheetah Release, Makhado
Two of the male cheetahs that we
donated to the Air Force Base (AFB)
Makhado for the safe landing of
aircrafts on the base, were released
on the 2nd of December 2015.
The two captive-born cheetah,
seven year-old Tobie and six yearold Wim were released onto the
AFB to keep the runways clear of
small game.
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Earlier, they were fitted with GPS
collars to enable the tracking of
their movements after their release.
At the AFB, they were released into
a large holding area adjacent to the
runway to habituate them to the
sound of aircraft and their new
environment.
On the day of the release, they
were lured into the open with a
warthog carcass that was placed
outside the enclosure. Tobie
continued feeding on the warthog,
while Wim was a little more
sceptical of the bystanders on the
scene. He eventually joined Tobie
at the meal, and while keeping a
close eye on everyone, he carried
the carcass to a shaded spot in the
veld where they finished of their
meal. They later also started
exploring their new home.
Joined AFB Makhado’s Lieutenant Colonel Etienne van Blerk expressed his appreciation
of the cheetah, saying that their presence at the airstrips is a natural and sustainable
means of ensuring the safety of the area. Lente Roode, founder of the HESC said “while
much of the work of the HESC is focused on breeding cheetahs and creating a large and
healthy genetic pool to sustain the species, the release of cheetah into the wild remains
the ultimate objective and measure of success”. The cheetahs’ movements will be
closely monitored by officials on the base.
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Cheetahs

Cheetah release
management & after care
A female cheetah from Kapama that
was found in a badly injured state
some time ago, is still being treated
at HESC.
She was part of a group of eight
cheetah that arrived at HESC in April
2011 from the Mountain Zebra
National Park in the Eastern Cape
because of an over population of
cheetah at the park, and was
released with another young female
onto the Kapama Private Game
Reserve in June 2012.
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She was first treated at the Provet
Wildlife Service facility where Xrays showed that she had a br oken
rib and some flesh wounds which
she probably got from an attack by
a lion. She was later returned to
HESC where she was kept in
quarantine, until she has fully
recovered.
This cheetah was but one of the
many sick, injured and endangered
animals that are treated at HESC.
After they have recovered and left
the centre, these animals are still
cared for and monit ored so that if
an incident such as this occurs, it
can be handled immediately.
With fewer than 10 000 remaining
in the wild, the cheetah is sadly
Africa’s most endangered big cat.
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Animal Support

Wild dog

The African wild dog (Lycaon pictus) is the most endangered large carnivore in Africa,
and so HESC takes their preservation very seriously. The centre is currently home to
a rather unusual pack of six male and one female wild dogs, with another two
individual males which are not part of the pack. This very unusual male to female
ratio will hopefully be equalised soon with the arrival of some new pack members
arriving at the centre, or the alpha pair giving birth to more female cubs.
With the tragic loss of members of a pack of wild dogs in the Blue Canyon
Conservancy to rabies, we are committed to sustaining as many dogs as possible to
keep a healthy genetic variation within the species. As with all animals at HESC, it
would be wonderful to see the wild dogs released one day. But until then, we will
care for this precious pack .
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Education
Recognising that conservation is an ongoing concern, the WCT has committed
itself to educating younger generations on the importance of wildlife and the
environment.

Conservation - Education - Research - Fundraising

WCT and its partners have helped the community in different ways. To get the
community actively involved in initiatives that integrate conservation with
sustainable rural development is of great importance to WCT.
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Rhino Art
’Let the children’s voices be
heard’
In an effort to fight the war against poaching, Rhino Art involves local communities
that are at times the silent witnesses to the slaughter. WCT increase conservation
awareness amongst the youth and cultivate a next generation of wildlife
“ambassadors” that has a vested interest in the protection of r hino and other
endangered species. The Rhino Art project also adds to the ‘groundswell’ of public
support for Rhino Protection in collaboration with Kingsley Holgate Foundation.
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Our mission with Rhino Art - “Let the children’s voices be heard” pr oject’s aim is to
gather the largest number of children’s ‘Art Voices’ ever recorded in support of Rhino
Protection, and to use these ‘Hearts and Minds’ messages from the children of Africa,
as a worldwide call to action against Rhino poaching.
During 2015, a further 80,0 00 children participated from over 142 schools, 400
Ezemvelo Community Rhino Ambassadors were trained to r oll out the campaign as
part of their community work around 6 Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife parks, the
iSimangaliso ‘My Rhino, Our Future’ campaign added 72 more schools to the Rhino
Art family (including a March for Rhinos) and a community event on World Rhino Day.

Total Schools visited by WCT :
Total children reached by WCT :

10
5400
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Community
Paulos Ngobeni & Kingsley
Holgate
Paulos Ngobeni with its 782 learners, 24 educators and 4 supporting staff, they need
the support of others to achieve their mission: “To provide a sustainable life-long
quality education for our learners by quality teaching & learning, quality governance
strategies, providing our educators with development opportunities and developing
our school premises fully through education”.
The HESC as well as the HESC Student Program adopted the Paulos Ngobeni Primary
School, within the local community, “as a means of uplifting the lives of younger
generations, especially with the knowledge that these are the individuals that will
help.
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The HESC has been assisting the Paulos Ngobeni primary school in growing their own
vegetable garden. On Nelson Mandela day the HESC donated approximately 40 fruit
trees (avocado, litchi, mango, orange) for sustainable living.
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Community
Wildlife Conservation Trust’s trustees has been the inspiration for this project and is
providing financial and logistic support. One of the major goals is to give back to
communities – specifically those that are home to many of their workers. This project
further demonstrates a wholehearted investment in the women of their community.
HLOKOMELA CLINIC
Integrating cervical cancer screening into an existing HIV prevention and treatment
programme in Limpopo, South Africa
Cervical Cancer is a highly preventable disease caused by infection with a Cancercausing subtype of the Human Papilloma Virus (HPV) in concert with one or more
high-risk behavioural factors. There are 500 000 new cases of cervical cancer
diagnosed each year, and approximately 250 000 women die from this disease
annually. The majority of cases and deaths occur in developing countries, where
screening and treatment options are limited.
The Hoedspruit Endangered Species Centre (HESC), The Hoedspruit Training Tr ust
and the Global Women’s Health Division of Mount Sinai Medical Center in NY
initiated a program (which took 3 to 4 years to get off the ground) to integrate
cervical cancer screening into the HIV services provided at Hlokomela, using a “see
and treat” approach, providing screening and treatment on the same visit.
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This procedure is relatively inexpensive and does not require electricity, nor does it
have any life threatening complications. It is also a procedure that is easy to teach to
health and community workers.
This program will save the lives of numerous women who are now able to live with
HIV due to the effective anti-retroviral drugs now made available to treat them.
The companies involved:
•
Hoedspruit Training Trust (HTT) - The staff at Hlokomela has had training
workshops to enable them to perform the initial screening on all their female
patience. As hosts of the programme, the HTT staff has been steadfast in their
commitment and determination to running it successfully
•
Hoedspruit Endangered Species Centre (HESC) - has been the inspiration for the
project and is providing financial and logistic support for the programme.
•
US friends of HESC- The couple is deeply involved in the financial and logistic
component of the programme
•
TeWoman.org- Not for profit organization with the mission to bring cancer care
equity to woman globally.
•
Mount Sinai Medical Centre- The Global Women’s Health Division of the
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology has supported the salary of the
Global Health Fellow (Omara) allowing her to remain in South Africa to oversee
the successful completion of this program.
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Community
Internships
WCT is in support of giving underprivileged individuals the opportunity to further
their education in a conservation related field. Opportunities are available to
students to earn a scholarship to study conservation, including a practical internship
at The Hoedspruit Endangered Species Centre. This is naturally conditional on the
recipient being equipped with the necessary skills to qualify.
To date, this privilege has been afforded to two candidates.
All potential candidates were required to spend two weeks at HESC to experience
firsthand what is involved in the field of conservation and wildlife rehabilitation. On
completion of the 2 week practical trial period, the curators and management
convened to discuss who would be the best possible fit for the position on offer.
Simon Mnisi was one of the participants in the internship program. He wrote the
FGASA (Field Guide Association of South Africa) examination. Unf ortunately he did
not succeed to pass but is very determined to take part in the examination again. He
will be doing some small courses that will prepare him to pass FGASA. There is a few
positions in which he can possibly be placed (security, elephant handler) in.
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There is a possible internship opportunity for Patience. Patience is currently working
at HESC as a hospitality cleaner. She is very bright and eager to learn. To giver her
more responsibility will possibly befit not only patience, but HESC as well.

Simon Mnisi

Kaptein Mathebula, sadly lasted only one month as an intern before disappearing.
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Art Exhibitions
Noah’s Art
Art Exhibitions for young artists committed to conservation. Various art studios host
an art exhibition to showcase their wildlife masterpieces.
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All proceeds are donated towards the animal housed at The Hoedspruit Endangered
Species Centre.

In 2015, the Noah’s Art Exhibition was held at the four seasons Art Studio and R15
475-00 was raised for the Rescued Rhino’s @ HESC
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Research
Advisory Committee
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For operational effectiveness, an Advisory Committee has been appointed for
functional aspects of The Wildlife Conservation Trust (WCT). This committee
comprises one or more trustees of WCT, and several additional members who are
recognised leaders in the required functional areas. Members are appointed for a
term concurrent with that of WCT. Any trustee of WCT may request or be requested
to attend an Advisory Committee meeting.
The role of the Advisory Committees is to advise the Trust on:
•
The mandate given to projects by WCT, such as The Hoedspruit Endangered
Species Centre (HESC).
•
The strategic direction and emphasis of projects undertaken.
•
The efficient implementation of those facets of the Research and Strategic Plan
that are relevant to the functional area
•
The evaluation of individual activities, personnel, budgeting requirements and
the initiation of new or termination of existing activities
•
Budget and infrastructure needs
•
Service to the community
The Advisory Committee members are:
•
Prof Nick Kriek, Emeritus professor and former Dean of the Faculty of
Veterinary Science, University of Pretoria. Still employed by the Section of
Pathology in the Faculty.
•
Dr Willem Schultheiss: Business Unit Manager Ruminants at CEVA SANTE
ANIMALE – CEVA SANTE ANIMALE Degree M.Med.Vet.(Gyn)UP.
•
Dr Peter Rogers: Wildlife veterinarian is a healthcare practitioner, specialising
as a Veterinary Surgeon, in Hoedspruit, Limpopo, South Africa.
•
Prof Eddie Webb: University of Pretoria Department of Animal and Wildlife
Sciences Degree MSc(Agric), PHD (Animal Science) PrSciNat(Anim).
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Research
Nutrition & Anaesthetics
WCT supports and promotes research related to endangered species. It encourages
research that will benefit the conservation of species, and particularly those in
captivity, with the intention to serve as gene pools f or supplementing genetic
heterogeneity in free-ranging species under threat.
Research into nutritional management of cheetah and carnivores in captivity is
ongoing, but WCT also became involved in research on a combination drug, BAM
(Butor phanol / Azaperone / Medetomidine, as anaesthetic for cheetahs, as proposed
by Wildlife Pharmaceuticals. During the trial, cheetahs will be darted with this
mixture and monitored continuously while data is collected throug h, amongst others,
taking blood samples. The animals will then be moved back to its enclosure and the
anaesthetic reversed, after which it will be monitored until fully recovered.
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BAM has been found to be a very safe anaesthesia in both white and brown lions
with a quick knock-down time of 4-8 minutes. It is also fully reversible and has
produced no adverse effects in lions.
Two wildlife veterinarians were present throughout the entire study. One of them, Dr
Alex Semjonov from Estonia, will use the data to complete his PhD in wildlife
anaesthesia. He has successfully conducted trials on white and brown lion and
blesbuck. The results will also be used for the registration of BAM in both the US and
in SA.
WCT contributed towards the cost of the hospital for the research while HESC
provided 12 cheetah for the study.
WCT also met with Prof Darrell Abernethy, Dean of the University of the Pretoria
Faculty of Veterinary Science (Onderstepoort), to discuss the faculty’s possible
involvement and the extent thereof.
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Fundraising
The Wildlife Conservation Trust is dependent on donations and sponsorships to
maintain the various projects undertaken in terms of research, education, relocation
and rescuing abandoned and orphaned animals.
Fund-raising and the seeking of corporate sponsorship f orm an integral part of the
operational activities of the foundation.
A number of successful events have been arranged to raise funds for the Wildlife
Conservation Trust. It is a very effective way of raising much needed funds, and is
often great fun too!
The fundraising efforts associated with the Wildlife Conservation Trust will be
explained in detail in the pages that follow

Conservation - Education - Research - Fundraising

Chart Title
US Friends of HESC Donations

6%

Online Donations
(Help.Hesc.co.za)

0%
1%
4%2%

Barnyard Fundraisers

6%

Corporate Donations

20%

61%

Animal Fostering Donations
Monthly Donations
Sport Related Fundraisers
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Fundraising

US friends of HESC

The New York couple Heidi and Allen Roberts became involved with the Hoedspruit
Endangered Species Centre (HESC) after visiting Camp Jabulani in 2006. Learning
about all the work that Mrs Lente Roode was doing in rescuing injured and orphaned
wild animals at HESC, they fell in love with the idea and returned to the US determined
to help with the work.
Heidi and Allen Roberts established Friends of HESC, a 501C(3) non-profit
organization, dedicated to the conservation of wildlife, and started organising a series
of dinner parties in their Park Avenue home to fund it.
Throug h a series of fundraising events held in New York, the US friends of HESC have
proactively and passionately raised a staggering amount for HESC over the years.
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During 2015, the US Friends of HESC, donated a total of R1 756 483.35 ($112 000).
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Fundraising

Goods in Kind

Food in the form of Pro-Nutro was donated by Pick n Pay (R9 600), Makro (R1 000 and
Panarotti’s (R1 000), while we also received fat-free milk from Pick n Pay (R97.50), Charles
Lurie (R2 000) and Clover (R3 000), powder milk from Clover (R4 500) and Country Pasture
milk from Pick n Pay (R2565). Ricki Kirchner kindly donated stainless steel bowls worth R2
000, Lighthouse Healthcare donated Kidivite syrup (R600), and Kyron Laboratories donated
glucose powder worth R3 300.
Pick n Pay (R1 410) and Ricki Kirchner (R500) donated Miltons, while Pick n Pay also donated
Omo washing powder (R850) and the Curro Nelspruit school donated groceries and cleaning
materials (R8 500). Charles Lurie also paid medical bills of R8 000 for WCT, while Francois
van Wyk made a donation of R500 for a soiree and G&H Transport also donated transport
worth R15 000 for the transport of rabbit cages. From IMEC Integration, we received a CCTV
kit and flashlight worth R10 000.
Total value of goods in kind: R 296 342.50
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Several companies donated much needed supplies for WCT in 2015. Building supplies have
been donated by the building materials company Buco in the form of bricks to the value of
R2 210, while PPC Cement donated cement to the value of R90 000 which was transported
by G&H Transport (transport value R50 000).
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Funding
Corporate donations
WCT received a total of R164 769.40 from corporate donations during 2015.
Pick n Pay, one of the many ardent and loyal supporters, have donated a total of R26
849.40. Of that amount, R25 000 was made by the company, while the remainder of
R1 849.40 comes from Smart Shopper card swipes. Pick n Pay shoppers have an
option to donate the points they receive for their purchases to some selected
charities, of which HESC is one.
Other corporate donations were made by PPC Cement ((R55 000), Panarotti’s (R5
000), Empower Africa Inc. (R53 691), D Pretorius (R200) , Journeys of Distinction (R4
379), Triosphere (R15 000) and Highline Tours (R4 650),
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Total donated: R164 769.40
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Online donations

Funding

www.help.hesc.co.za
Every cent counts, and there is no contribution too small. HESC therefore created a link on its
web page that enables people to pledge their support by either adopting one of the centre’s
animals, making a donation towards HESC’s wish list, or provide their support towards The
Rescued Rhinos @ HESC through fostering a rhino or making a contribution towards the Eyes
on Rhinos Campaign where HESC is raising funds towards a much-needed security system.
They can contribute either through ZAR100 in the Hundred Challenge, or any personal
contribution they wish to make. Animals from which people can choose for adoptions are
cheetah, wild dogs, blue cranes, ground hornbills or sable antelope.
Paypal registration is 80% completed and will also be loaded as an option.
Rescued Rhinos @ HESC was registered on the online platform GivenGain. WCT provides
land, facilities as well as support in the rescue, relocation and care of orphaned, traumatised
and injured rhinos.
Some donators who preferred to stay anonymous, donated a total of R12 393.85. Other
online donators who made contributions towards HESC were F. Hoon (R13 000), L Narozny
(R3 000), the Padayachee family (R8 500), A. Russouw (R1 000), M. Bailey (R440), I. Renate (R1
956.83), D. Pretorius (R950) and Panarotti’s (R5 000).
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Total donated: R 573 460
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Fundraising Initiatives
Eyes on Rhinos at Barnyard
The Barnyard Theatre is an in door venue
designed for various events. Events such as
fundraising are one of the most popular
events hosted at the Barnyard Theatre.
African Synergy hosted a fundraising event
with friends in the t ourism industry at the
Rivonia Barnyard Theatre.
The theme was Christmas in July and the
objective of the event was to raise funds for
the Eyes on Rhinos campaign. The event was a
great success, fencing could have been
improved to make sure that the rescued
rhinos at the Hoedspruit Endangered Species
Centre are more safe.
Total raised: R138 515-00
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Founder of Intergest, Volker Werth (brother of
the owner of African Synergy) and his team
also arranged a Barnyard event.
The event with its name Christmas with Rhinos
had the same idea as mentioned above. The
event raised awareness and money for the
rescued rhinos at HESC.
Total raised: R50 000-00
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Sport Initiatives

94.7 Cycle Challenge & Hope
for The Horn MTB Challenge
The annual 94.7 Cycle Challenge in
Johannesburg, and is the world’s secondlargest timed cycle race after the Cape Argus
Cycle Race. It is known to be a tough race
with many different gradients, and is exactly
94.7 km long around Johannesburg.

Total raised: R42 820-00
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One of the initiatives of the race is the “Ride
for a Purpose”, where individuals and
businesses can participate for either a
personal cause or a charity. In 2015 HESC
was listed as a charity for the first time and a
number of cyclists rode on behalf of the
trust. Our brave representatives could
choose from either one lap of 30 kilometres,
or two laps for a total of 60 kilometres.
In 2015, the Hoedspruit Endangered Species
Centre (HESC), partnered with several
organisations and institutions to organise the
Hope For The Horn Cycling Challenge to raise
funds and awareness for the plight of the
rhino.
Cyclists covered the distance of 234km from
Mount Sheba near Ohrigstad to HESC in the
Kapama Game Reserve in just one day. All
proceeds from the race went towards Project
Rhino and its affiliates.
The organisers of the race said although an
alarming 1215 rhinos were poached in 2014,
and 49 more in 2015 in the run-up to the
race , the message is that while our wildlife is
in immense danger, we are however not
powerless and will do something to fight the
senseless massacre.
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Sport initiatives
Jump for Rhinos Skydive
The Jump for Rhino’s initiative is a 6 month campaign to raise awareness and
funds for the Rescued Rhinos @ HESC. Adventure Skydives has partnered with
the Wildlife Conservation Trust by offering brave candidates the opportunity
to experience this thrilling, high-energy experience of a lifetime, while raising
awareness and funds for the orphaned and rehabilitated rhinos being cared
for at The Hoedspruit Endangered Species Centre.
The concept of raising money for charities while skydiving was implemented
by Adventure Skydives after noticing these adventures in the UK. By providing
the opportunity to experience something that many call “the biggest thrill of a
lifetime”, various charitable organisations have raised much needed funds for
their causes.
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Doing a tandem skydive with Jump for Charity has since become one of the
most exhilarating ways to raise funds to save the rhino. While taking the ride
of your life, you also give a lift to rhino in need.
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Thank you to the generosity of many donors and contributors over the
past year, we have achieved some notable successes in the
conservation within a sustainable ecosystem by survival of endangered
species through the cheetah release, care of rhinos, education of local
and international communities about the relevance of conservation in
sustaining ecosystems services and focused research to enable the
survival of endangered species.
We would like to thank all our donors in this regard.

The Trust would like to
pay special tribute to the
US Friends of the
Hoedspruit Endangered
Species Centre who has
given in such a way as to
define them
as Patrons, those with
such a special affinity to
the Trust that without
them, certain projects
would not have come to
fruition.
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Our Patrons

Sponsors above R20 000
African Synergy & friends
Amazing Africa
Charles Lurie
Christo Viljoen
Empowers Africa
Gert Gertzen
Intergest
Panarottis
Pick 'n Pay
PPC Dwaalboom
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